


Through a contract with a Boston placement agency, Tom 
Nalesnik joined the staff of the Harvard-Smithsonian Cen-
ter for Astrophysics in Cambridge, MA.  His job: to serve 
as lead graphic designer and proofreader/editor on a mas-
sive, 150-page proposal that the scientists there were put-

ting together for an upcoming NASA space mission.

The project was not a simple one — there were a wide 
variety of technical materials that had to be incorporated 
into the proposal, including charts, graphs, illustrations, 
and photographs, as well as text supplied by the Harvard-

Smithsonian Astrophysics Center’s team of scientists. 

In terms of design, the overall look and page layout had to 
accommodate a number of different elements, including 
large multi-page chart foldouts, and a pocket for a CD-

ROM containing a digital copy of the NASA proposal.

The result? The Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astro-
physics landed the $67 million, multi-year contract with 
NASA — and Tom was called back to work on additional 
proposals for other NASA projects they were bidding on. 
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